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BY
SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
COLLEGE OF GREAT FALLS
MAY 2, 1987
I AM HONORED TO BE HERE TODAY TO SHARE WITH
YOU ONE OF THE PROUDEST ACHIEVEMENTS IN YOUR LIFE.
As I WAS WALKING ON THE CAMPUS THIS MORNING I
WAS STRUCK BY THE NOTION OF TIME AND CHANGE. NOT
SO LONG AGO, THIS AREA WAS OPEN SPACE. IN FACT,
WHEN MY FATHER, JOHN, WAS A BOY HE USED TO PLAY
AROUND HERE. HE'S TOLD ME STORIES ABOUT THE MANY
ADVENTURES HE AND HIS FRIENDS HAD HUN.TING GOPHERS
AND SNARING RABBITS.
YOU HAVE TO GO OUT A LOT FURTHER NOW TO FIND
'GOPHERS AND RABBITS.
THE LANDSCAPE HAS CHANGED IN OTHER WAYS, TOO.
YOU'VE ENJOYED COMFORTABLE DORMS AND APARTMENTS IN
THIS AREA. BUT THEY HAVEN'T ALWAYS BEEN
HERE.
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YEARS AGO OLD SAM DUSTIN LIVED IN THIS SPOT.
SAM WAS A RECLUSE. HIS HOUSE WAS A SHACK AND HE
PICKED UP GARBAGE TO MAKE A LIVING. BUT THEN SAM
WAS A GRADUATE OF YALE, NOT THE COLLEGE OF GREAT
FALLS.
WE'VE ALSO SEEN CHANGES IN GRADUATION
CEREMONIES OVER. THE YEARS. THE FIRST AMERICAN
COMMENCEMENT WAS HELD AT HARVARD IN 1642. THE
NINE GRADUATES WERE SUBJECTED TO THREE ADDRESSES,
ONE IN LATIN, ONE IN GREEK AND ONE IN HEBREW.
THE CEREMONY THEN CLOSED WITH A LENGTHY
DISCUSSION OF PHILOSOPHY CONDUCTED ENTIRELY IN
LATIN.
SOME CHANGES DEFINITELY ARE FOR THE BETTER.
BUT, YOU KNOW, SOME THINGS DON'T CHANGE. AND
THAT'S GOOD, TOO.
CERTAIN VALUES REMAIN CONSTANT. AND THERE'S
GOOD REASON WHY THEY SHOULDN'T CHANGE. THEY WORK.
THEY MAKE US STRONG AND PRODUCTIVE.
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WHEN I THINK OF THE VALUES I'VE LEARNED OVER
THE YEARS, I ALWAYS REMEMBER ONE IN PARTICULAR
THAT I HEARD MANY TIMES FROM MY FATHER. HE WOULD
TELL ME "ANYTHING WORTH DOING IS WORTH DOING
WELL-
THOSE WORDS HAVE REALLY STUCK WITH ME OVER
THE YEARS. MY FATHER HAS LIVED HIS LIFE GUIDED BY
THAT IDEA. AND I'M TRYING TO DO THE SAME. IT'S A
PHILOSOPHY THAT WORKS.
WHEN YOU LEAVE HERE TODAY, EACH OF YOU WILL
GO DOWN A DIFFERENT PATH. SOME OF YOU WILL GET
MARRIED. SOME WILL GET DIVORCED. SOME WILL HAVE
CHILDREN AND OTHERS OF YOU WON'T. SOME OF YOU MAY
BECOME VERY WEALTHY AND WELL-KNOWN. OTHERS OF YOU
WON T BE QUITE SO RICH AND WON T SEE YOUR NAMES IN
THE PAPERS.
BUT NONE OF THAT REALLY MATTERS, IF YOU
REMEMBER THE WORDS MY FATHER DRUMMED INTO MY HEAD.
WHATEVER YOU DO IN LIFE, DO IT BECAUSE YOU
LOVE IT. Do IT THE BEST YOU POSSIBLY CAN, EVERY
( DAY.
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AS YOU CONTINUE IN YOUR CAREERS, REMEMBER
THAT EXCELLENCE IS ACHIEVED AS MUCH BY HOW YOU
PERFORM, AS IT IS BY WHAT YOU DO. A MECHANIC, A
JANITOR, OR A FACTORY WORKER WHO TAKES PRIDE IN
WHAT HE OR SHE DOES CAN ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE IN A
WAY THAT A DOCTOR, A LAWYER OR A TEACHER WHO IS
WITHOUT PRIDE CANNOT.
HOW FAR YOU GO AND HOW MUCH YOU ACHIEVE IS UP
TO YOU. YOU ARE ENTITLED TO EQUALITY OF OPPOR-
TUNITY. BUT YOU ARE NOT ENTITLED TO A GUARANTEE
OF EQUAL RESULTS AND IDENTICAL REWARDS.
REWARD IS AND SHOULD BE RELATED TO EFFORT.
AND REWARD WILL COME TO THOSE WHO SEEK EXCELLENCE.
IT'S REALLY QUITE SIMPLE. IF YOU-RE tOING TO
SUCCEED, YOU RE GOING TO HAVE TO WORK YOUR BUTTS
OFF.
I BELIEVE THAT THE WORLD IS SHAPED AND THE
FUTURE CREATED BY PEOPLE WHO ARE COMMITTED TO
EXCELLENCE. THEY ARE COMMITTED TO BE, AT ALL
TIMES, IN ALL PLACES, UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, THE
VERY BEST THEY CAN AT WHATEVER THEY DO.
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IT. IS PRECISELY THAT COMMITMENT, AT ALL
TIMES, IN ALL PLACES, UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES,
THAT PROVIDES THE WORLD WITH LEADERS.
BEFORE I LEAVE YOU THIS AFTERNOON, I HAVE ONE
OTHER THOUGHT I'D LIKE TO SHARE.
DON'T WORRY RIGHT NOW IF YOU'RE FEELING
ANXIOUS AND A LITTLE AFRAID. THAT'S PERFECTLY
NORMAL.' I KNOW I WAS SCARED TO DEATH THE DAY I
GRADUATED FROM COLLEGE. I WAS 21. I DIDN'T KNOW
WHAT I WANTED TO DO OR WHERE I WANTED TO GO-
FEARS ARE NATURAL. AND YOU'LL FEEL THEM MANY
TIMES AS YOU GO THROUGH LIFE. ACCEPT THEM. TRY
TO LAUGH AT THEM A LITTLE BIT. AND DON'T LET FEAR
RULE WHAT YOU DO.
MUSTER UP THE COURAGE TO PUSH YOURSELF AHEAD
-WHEN YOU RE FEELING AFRAID. YOU LL NEVER FALL ON
YOUR BEHIND WHEN YOU RE MOVING FORWARD.
LET GOOD HUMOR CROWD OUT ANXIETY. LOOK BACK
AT THE FEARS YOU HAD IN THE PAST. LAUGH AT THEM.
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BE JUST AS LIGHT-HEARTED ABOUT THE ONES YOU FACE
TODAY.
IF YOU ALWAYS PUT YOUR WHOLE BEING INTO
EVERYTHING YOU DO--IF YOU GO THROUGH LIFE WITH A
COURAGEOUS SPIRIT AND A LIGHT HEART--IF YOU LEARN
FROM THE MISTAKES YOU RE BOUND TO MAKE--YOU REALLY
CAN T LOSE. YOU WILL HAVE A WONDERFUL TIME AND A
FULFILLING LIFE. NO ONE WILL EVER BE ABLE TO TAKE
THAT AWAY FROM YOU.
AS YOU ARE GETTING READY FOR THIS BIG STEP IN
YOUR LIFE, LET ME LEAVE YOU WITH THE WORDS OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
"IF A MAN IS CALLED TO BE A STREETSWEEPER, HE
SHOULD SWEEP STREETS EVEN AS MICHELANGELO PAINTED,
OR BEETHOVEN COMPOSED MUSIC, OR SHAKESPEARE WROTE
POETRY. HE SHOULD SWEEP STREETS SO THAT ALL THE
HOSTS OF HEAVEN AND EARTH WILL PAUSE TO SAY, HERE
LIVED A STREETSWEEPER WHO DID HIS JOB WELL."
I WISH YOU ALL GODSPEED.
